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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

tockport Academy 

is a ‘Good School’, 

following a visit by 

Ofsted inspectors in 

October. 

Following their short 

inspection, the inspectors 

gave the school a very 

positive report and noticed 

that the school has made 

strong progress in a number 

of areas since they last 

visited in March 2015. 

Overall, inspectors were 

impressed with what they 

saw and praised the action 

the school has taken to 

drive improvement over the 

past couple of years.  The 

inspectors were particularly 

pleased to see that: 

‘Pupils make good progress 

at Key Stage 4.’ 

Staff are proud to be part of 

the school community’ and 

‘are highly motivated 

because they feel valued.’ 

‘Relationships between 

pupils and teachers are 

typically strong and pupils 

trust teachers to help them 

improve their work.’ 

‘Parents and carers are 

happy with the school and 

feel that their children are 

safe and well looked after.’ 

Principal Mrs McCann 

said: “Everyone across the 

academy is delighted with 

this report which recognises 

the significant progress we 

have made in recent years. 

“The inspectors have given 

us a hugely encouraging 

report.   These 

improvements are down to 

the hard work and 

dedication of our fantastic 

staff who work tirelessly for 

our pupils.  This report is 

testament to all our staff 

who are so valued by our 

school community. 

"As a school, we are not 

content to sit on our laurels 

and spurred on by this 

report, we will continue to 

drive improvement and 

become the ‘Outstanding’ 

school we know we can be." 

The report can be found in 

full on our website. 

S 
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Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Happy Days 

Principal’s Message 
As we say goodbye to 2018 

and welcome in the new 

year, we would like to 

reflect on some of the 

fantastic achievements 

across our school 

throughout the last term.   

 

This year, Stockport 

Academy had the highest 

number of year 7 students 

joining us since its opening, 

we are delighted that 2019 

promises to be another year 

where Stockport Academy 

will be oversubscribed.   

 

We can not move on from 

2018 without reflecting on 

our very successful Ofsted 

inspection in October. We 

are proud about comments 

in relation to the high 

quality of leadership in the 

academy and delighted that 

our Ofsted report 

throughout refers to high 

expectations and high 

standards. and the positive 

relationships between 

students and teachers.  We 

were most thrilled with the 

comments that were made 

by the Ofsted team about 

our students; their high self-

esteem and confidence was 

recognised, while parents 

and carers stated that they 

are happy with the school 

and staff are proud to be a 

part of it.   

 

Moving forwards, we are 
excited in relation to our 
plans to drive further 
towards outstanding in 
2019.  We are not a school 
to stand still and continue 
every day to develop 
further challenges and 
opportunities both inside 
and outside the classroom.  

  

Finally, I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank 

our outstanding staff and 

governors who are 

relentless in their focus to 

ensure that students at 

Stockport Academy have 

access to the best teaching 

and the widest possible 

access to opportunities.   

 

Thank you to our students 

who never fail to impress 

any visitor to our wonderful 

school. Thank you to our 

families who work together 

with us to ensure that all of 

our students fulfil their 

potential. Finally, thank you 

to members of our local 

community who work with 

us on a daily basis to 

provide opportunities and 

inspiration for our 

students.   

 

We hope all of our parents, 
students, staff, governors 
and extended members of 
our community enjoyed a 
restful and peaceful 
Christmas and wish all of 
our very best for 2019. 

Stockport Academy is officially one of the 

happiest schools in the country, after 

being shortlisted for the Laughology 

National Happiness Awards in 

November. 

We reached the final three in the 

‘Happiest Secondary School’ 

category, and received a 

commendation on the night of the 

awards for being ‘pro-active in 

supporting staff and student 

wellbeing’.  

Judges also noted how our school 

‘regularly celebrates a sense of 

community’ and has a ‘tangible ethos’ that 

supports happiness across the board. 

Mrs McCann said: “It was an absolute 

honour to reach the final three in this 

national competition celebrating 

happiness, wellbeing and inclusivity.” 

“We strive to provide our students with an 

education with character, and this 

commendation supports that drive. 

“Getting this far in the competition 

wouldn’t have been possible without our 

wonderful staff and I would like to thank 

everyone for contributing in their own way 

to support us in this area.”  

Mrs Janine McCann,  

Principal 
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Learning Legacy 
Year 9 History students were given a 
taste of life during the Second World 
War, as they were visited by local 
veterans in November. 

Four members of the Stockport 

Normandy Veterans spent time with the 

year group to share their experiences of 

serving with the armed forces and also 

what life was like in Britain during WW2. 

Theo Eaves and Alfred Barlow (96 and 97 years old 

respectively) told a captivated audience of their time 

behind enemy lines during campaigns in Italy and 

France, 

The group also launched a very exciting 
Legacy Competition, inviting students to 
carry out their own research into the 
part Stockport played in the Second 
World War. They offered advice on 
questions students could ask veterans 
in interviews as part of their research, 
and how they can put together a 500-
word essay to submit. The competition 
is open to students across the borough 

Lead Teacher of History Mr Roberts 

said: “This was an amazing opportunity to learn first-

hand about World War Two on a personal level and we 

would like to thank Theo, Alfred, Freda and Sheila for 

taking the time to visit and share their experiences.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcomed a record number of visitors to our Year 

6 Open Evening in September.  

Student leaders volunteered as tour guides to show 

people around, with a packed programme of events 

showcasing the best of each department. 

Following the event, Stockport Academy received it’s 

highest ever number of applications to the school for 

students hoping to start here in September 2019. 

For those who are interested in attending next year’s 

Open Evening, the date has already been set - with our 

doors opening once again on 18th September 2019. 

Record-Breaking Open Evening 

Work Of Art 
Stockport Academy welcomed back some familiar faces to celebrate the 

GCSE Art Coursework of last year’s Y11 students at a special event in 

October. 

Former students, their families, staff and governors attended the evening 

event, with a pop-up gallery in the Atrium showing off hundreds of pieces 

of work. 

Head of Art Ms Stirling said: “This is the most ambitious art showcase we have held at Stockport Academy and 

it was a really special moment to see everyone’s work on display. 

“We would like to thank everyone who turned up on the night to support our class of 2018, and of course give 

special thanks to the students themselves who put their hearts and souls into creating this work in their final 

year with us.” 
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Charity’s A Winner 
In October, hundreds of people turned out 

at Cheadle Town Football Club to see 

Stockport Academy staff take on a Celebrity 

XI in a charity football match. 

It is the second time the two teams have 

met, with all proceeds going towards the 

Once Upon A Smile Charity. 

OUAS supports families who have been 

affected by bereavement and was founded 

by Emmerdale star Danny Miller and his 

friend, actor Daniel Jillings. 

After an entertaining first half, the audience 

was treated to a special half-time 

performance by the Stockport Academy 

Dance Group, who showed off their skills on 

the pitch. 

The match finished 5-1 to the Celebrities, 

with Mr Hargreaves scoring for Stockport 

Academy. 

But the big winner on the night was the 

charity, with over £2,000 raised for Once 

Upon A Smile through ticket sales, 

refreshments and a raffle. 

Just What The Doctor Ordered 

Year 9 students had the opportunity to gain a 

unique insight into life as a medical 

professional as part of our SMSC Day in 

November. 

‘Medical Mavericks’ delivered an hour long 

session that enabled students to get hands-

on and experience what it’s 

like to perform keyhole 

surgery, take blood and listen 

for a patient’s heartbeat. 

Other highlights on the day 

included a visit from Prison Me 

No Way, which spoke to Year 7 

students about anti-social 

behaviour and the importance 

of making the correct life 

choices.  

 

Meanwhile, Year 8 spent the day visiting a 

range of universities around Greater 

Manchester to learn about further education 

and Year 11 participated in mock interviews 

and employability workshops to help prepare 

them for the world of work. 
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The countdown to Christmas officially got underway 

with our annual Christmas Market. 

Hundreds of people visited the school at the end of 

November to enjoy the festivities, with the SAY Brass 

Band, the Stockport Academy Choir and SA Steel 

Pans providing some wonderful entertainment 

throughout the day. 

With around 50 stalls there was something for 

everyone, and provided the perfect opportunity for 

guests to finish (or start!) their Christmas shopping. 

Our Dance Studio was magically transformed into 

Santa’s Grotto, where children could visit the Big 

Man himself and leave with a present and photo of 

the occasion, while in the Refectory, our chocolate 

tombola was as popular as ever. 

Younger visitors also had the opportunity to meet 

Pikachu and the Stockport Academy Minion and 

have a go on our bouncy castle, with traditional 

Bratwurst and pulled pork sandwiches on offer in 

the kitchen if anyone felt a bit peckish. 

Mr Prince, who organised the event, said: “We had 

such a great day at the Christmas Market and the 

atmosphere was absolutely brilliant. It’s always a 

pleasure to welcome the local community into our 

school and it was fantastic to see everyone having a 

great time and getting into the festive spirit.” 

A Festive Fiesta 

Christmas Cracker 
Our annual Christmas Show was a real cracker, with 

performers receiving standing ovations after getting 

their audience into the festive spirit. 

Year 5 students from five local primary schools 

attended a matinee production before a sold-out 

evening show, which was based around the theme 

of ‘peace’. 

Onlookers were treated to a variety of performances 

covering drama, dance and music, with the first half 

exploring the true meaning of Christmas and the 

lighting of the Christmas wreath. 

After an interval where visitors were treated to 

mince pies and hot drinks, the party started with 

some modern festive classics, including a rousing 

performance of Wizzard’s ‘I Wish It Could Be 

Christmas Everyday’ by our staff choir. 

Head of Expressive Performing Arts, Mrs 

Campbell, said: “Our students have gone above 

and beyond in putting the effort into our 

productions this year, and the Christmas Concert 

is the perfect way to sign off 2018. 

“I would like to thank all staff, students and 

families for their ongoing support for the EPA 

department, and we look forward to putting 

together even more high quality shows in the 

coming year.” 
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 Be Our Guest! 
Musical Theatre lovers were invited to be our 

guest for this year’s Stockport Academy 

production of Beauty and the Beast in October. 

The classic Disney tale was a sell-out over two 

nights, with over 400 primary students also 

attending two matinee performances during the 

week. 

The story focuses on the fantastic journey of Belle, 

a bright, beautiful and independent young woman 

who is taken prisoner by a beast in his castle. 

Despite her fears, she befriends the castle’s 

enchanted staff and learns to look beyond the 

Beast’s hideous exterior and realise the kind heart 

and soul of the person within. 

Students and staff put countless hours into 

rehearsing for the production, in particular the 

demanding musical numbers including ‘Be Our 

Guest’, ‘Human Again’ and ‘Beauty and The 

Beast’. 

Families were quick to give rave reviews on 

Twitter following the performance, with audience 

members describing the show as “Professional 

and polished and absolutely absorbing”, as well as 

it being the "best show yet". 

Year 4, 5 and 6 students were treated to special 

afternoon performances, with classes from 

Alexandra Park, Cheadle Heath, Lark Hill, St 

Matthews, Cale Green, Meadowbank, Vernon 

Park, and Adswood Primaries all having a great 

time and taking the opportunity to get their pictures 

taken with the cast afterwards. 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs Campbell said: 

“Beauty and the Beast was our most ambitious 

project yet and it was amazing to see the show 

come to life after months and months of hard work 

putting it together. 

“I would like to thank everyone involved in the 

production, from the cast and crew to the staff who 

helped us out on the night, to our wonderfully 

supportive families who came to watch us . We’re 

looking forward to the next show already!” 
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Student Council Make Their Mark 
Our Student Council visited Stockport 
Town Hall to receive special training to 
support them with their role in school. 
Year 8 student Daniel Chilvers wrote the 
following report… 

The Student Council trip to Stockport Town 
Hall was a hit with students and teachers 
alike. 

On October 8th, the Student 
Council visited the Stockport 
Youth Parliament event at 
Stockport Town Hall.   We 
were greeted by the 
welcoming members of SYP 
(Stockport Youth Parliament), 
a group of young people who 
help to make young people’s 
voices heard.  

Over the course of the 
afternoon, we took part in a 
variety of workshops about 
employment and mental 
health aimed at students in 

Stockport.  To start with, we had a go at a 

quiz about politics.  Did you know that only 
one of the current Stockport MPs is 
actually from Stockport?  This was followed 
by a series of activities based on applying 
for jobs and CVs like a crossword and 
questionnaires.  We found out that you can 
look for a job not only online but in the 
local paper or even by asking businesses 
directly.   

Then we went into the Council Chamber 
and learned about mental health and self-
esteem.  In particular we talked about the 
effect of social media on young people’s 

mental health.  The trip was finished off 
with a talk about the upcoming SYP events 
and the “make your mark" voting poll that 
the school carried out recently. 

The trip was highly educational and gave 
good tips and advice to the student 
council.  It was expertly ran by the SYP and 
we hope the event carries on to educate 
Stockport youth for many years to 
come.  Stockport Academy Student Council 
would like to thank the SYP for their 
excellent workshop.  

Lest We Forget 
Our staff, students, governors and 
members of the community attended our 
annual Poppy Drop on the Friday before 
Armistice Day, observing an impeccably-
held two-minute silence. 

The Poppy Drop takes place every year as 
a show of respect to mark those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice while serving 
their country. 

Every student wrote a message of thanks 
on an individual poppy, before they were 
all scattered from the top floor of the 
atrium. 

Local WW2 veteran Theo Eaves shared his 
story of serving during conflict, with the 
audience hanging onto his every word, 
while students also led a chorus of ‘God 
Save The Queen’. 

A video of the spectacle can be found on 
our website. 
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This term, we’ve opened our doors to local Primary Schools for a wide range of events, including 

matinee performances for Beauty and the Beast, and our Christmas Concert. Younger students 

have also been competing in sports competitions at the school, led by our Sports Leaders and 

Stockport Sports Partnership. 

If you spot your child in the below photos, email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a 

prize! 

This term we have been honoured to work with 

Alexandra Park Primary on a number of projects 

that involve both schools’ students. 

During Anti-Bullying Week, the primary school’s 

Restorative Ambassadors made several visits to 

spend time with our Year 10 Peer Mentors who 

delivered anti-bullying training, including the 

introduction of a ‘Kindness Box’ for students to 

share compliments in  Years 1-6. 

Meanwhile, Alexandra Park Year 5 students have 

been attending Stockport Academy every Friday 

lunchtime for PE taster sessions, with our PE 

department introducing them to trampolining 

and table tennis. 

Elsewhere, our primary after-school Performing 

Arts returned and is proving to be as popular as 

ever. 

With dance classes taking place every Monday 

and drama classes every Wednesday, we’ve been 

welcoming Year 5s from Cheadle Heath, St 

Matthews, Lark Hill, Cale Green and Oak Tree 

primary schools to work with our EPA Leaders - 

with some great performances as a result! 

Photo Competition - Autumn Term 
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Our Year 11 Art students spent a weekend 

in November honing their skills at a special 

residential trip in North 

Wales. 

The group left Stockport 

Academy on Friday 

afternoon to head out to 

Conway, where they met 

professional artists who 

would be supporting them 

with their work over the 

coming days. 

After splitting up into two groups, they 

were introduced to the theme of the 

weekend – focusing on skills based around 

an ‘urban metropolis’ and developing ideas 

of portraying cities from different 

perspectives. 

The first group’s artwork was to be based 

on two-point perspectives and different 

angles, while the second group worked on 

bird’s eye views and using shapes and maps 

to depict city landscapes. 

On Saturday, students continued to work 

on their projects – putting in the hours 

from 9am-9pm and using that time to 

develop their work and devise their final 

pieces. Their efforts were rewarded with a 

campfire singalong at the end of the day, 

which included toasting marshmallows and 

making s’mores! 

The final day saw students proudly display 

their work in a gallery alongside projects 

completed by other schools.  

Head of Art Ms Stirling said: “I am so proud 

of everything our Year 11s achieved this 

weekend. Their standard of work was 

exceptional and the pieces they produced 

will be an amazing contribution to their 

GCSE coursework. 

“The Conway staff said our students 

displayed an outstanding level of behaviour 

and talent. We couldn’t have had a better 

time and have made some lifelong 

memories with our Year 11 students.” 

Head Start In Art 

 

 

 

Going For Gold 
2018 ended on an award-winning high with 
Stockport Academy becoming the first school in 
Stockport to achieve the Mental Health in 
Schools Gold Award in the final week of 
December. 

Our school was already the first in the country 
to receive the Silver standard 
just before the end of the 
Summer term, and the top level 
of the Award was confirmed just 
before students broke up for 
Christmas. 

The honour recognises a 
dedication to championing 
student and staff emotional 
wellbeing, while raising 

awareness of how those struggling with mental 
health can be supported. 

As well as offering regular counselling drop-in 
sessions, we have trained staff to become 
Mental Health First-Aiders and PE Teacher Ms 
Foster was recently appointed ambassador for 
Mental Health charity The Jamie Horrocks Trust. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “Mental Health 
awareness is such an important issue and we 
are delighted to have received this award. 

“We are extremely passionate as a school about 
promoting this message and I am proud of the 
work our students and staff have done to 
spread the word that it’s ok not to be ok.” 
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A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 9 and 10 
sarah.shaw@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Year 11 and IAG 
jo.selby@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4293 
  
 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

english@stockport-academy.org 
maths@stockport-academy.org 
science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
         Spring Term 2019 

 

17th Jan: Y9 Options Evening 

24th Jan: Y9 Parents Evening 

7th  Feb: Y7 Parents Evening 

14th Mar: Y10 Parents Evening 

28th Mar: Y8 Parents Evening 

4th Apr: Performance Awards 

Term dates for Spring 2019 

Monday 7th January to Friday 15th February 

 

Monday 28th January 

INSET/Planning Day—school closed 

 

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February 

Half Term 

 

Monday 25th February to Friday 5th April 

(early closure on last day of term) 
Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy,  

Instagram @stockportacademy and visit  
www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 


